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Friday 10 February    Coffee Morning 9.00am 

Thursday 23 February    District Swimming Carnival 

Tuesday 28 February    School Photo Day 

Wednesday 1 March    Year 3-6 House Athletics Carnival 

Friday 3 March     Year 5-6 Cricket Gala Day 

Monday 13 March    Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14 March    CURRICULUM DAY—Students do not attend school on this day 

Wednesday 15—27 March    NAPLAN—Year 3 and 5 students 

Wednesday 22 March    District Athletics 

Monday 27 March    National Young Leader’s Conference 

Wednesday 5 April    Celebration of Learning—2.45pm 

Thursday 6 April     Last day of Term 1—school finishes at 2.30pm 

Monday 24 April     Term 2 commences 

A warm welcome back to our Killara school community!  I 
hope you all had a 
wonderful Christmas 
holiday break and 
had the chance to 
spend quality time 
with your families or 
friends. It has been 
great to see how quickly everyone has settled into class this 
week. There is a very positive and happy feeling around the 
school, and we are certainly looking forward to an exciting 
year. 
It is wonderful to see lots of new faces at Killara this year and 
we would like to give a very special welcome to the many new 
students who have commenced at our school this week from 
Grade 1- Grade 6. We are excited to have you join our school 
and look forward to getting to know you and your families. 

We would also like to wish our new Prep students who 
commence on Friday, a wonderful start to their Primary 
School years!  Many thanks to our Prep teachers who have 
been busy this week conducting the mandated Department of 
Education & Training school entry assessments.  

Amongst the new faces at Killara are the following teachers: 

Brooke Fergusson 
Fiona Allison 
Monique Walsh 
Mitchell Boyd 
Will Rich  
Jessica Stevens 
 

We are thrilled to have you join our team of dedicated and 
passionate teachers teaching at Killara PS and hope that the 
year ahead is extremely rewarding and fulfilling for you.  

The Specialist programs we are able to offer at Killara 
continue to evolve and utilise the expertise of our talented 
teachers. This year we are able to expand our program to 
include a STEM program. All students from Prep – Grade 6 
will participate in weekly STEM sessions with a Specialist 

teacher (Karen Francis), where they will actively participate in 
a variety of learning experiences, related to Science (with a 
particular focus on Environmental Science & Sustainability), 
Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (problem solving).  

As we begin to prepare our students for the future, a key 
element of the STEM program will be to incorporate and 
explore the 4Cs of 21

st
 Century learning – critical thinking, 

communication, creativity & curiosity and collaboration.  
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TEA & TISSUES FOR PREP PARENTS  
All parents of our Prep students are invited to the staffroom 

tomorrow morning after dropping off your 
child at the Prep classrooms for a ‘Tea & 
Tissues’ catch-up. This is a nice way for the 
parents of our newest students to celebrate 
their child’s first day of school. I promise to 

have tissues on hand if needed!   
 

COFFEE MORNING 
On Friday 10 February at 9:00am, I shall be hosting an 
informal coffee morning in the staffroom for all of our other 
parents, including parents who are new to Killara this year. 
This will be another opportunity to get to know each other and 
make connections. Please put this in your diary, as it will be a 
great chance to meet each other and have a chat over a 
‘cuppa’. 
 
2023 BELL TIMES 

As part of the new Victorian Government 

Schools Agreement (2022), teachers are 

entitled to have a duty-free half hour 

break between the hours of 11:30 – 

2:30pm each day. After extensive 

consultation with staff, in order to facilitate this, and support 

SunSmart and Healthy Eating programs and policies, the bell 

times during the day are as follows: 

8:45: ‘Getting Ready to Learn’ – students are able to enter 

classrooms anytime between 8:45am and 9:00am under 

teacher supervision. This is an important time where they can 

prepare for the day ahead including organising their 

belongings or other organisational tasks (collection of notes, 

money etc), change take home books or catch-up with their 

friends or teacher prior to the commencement of learning at 

9:00am. 

9:00am: Session 1 

10:00am: Session 2 

11:00am – 11:10am: Students eat in the classroom under 

their teacher’s supervision 

11:10am – 12:00pm: Outside play 

12:00pm – 1:00pm: Session 3 

1:00pm – 2:00pm: Session 4 

2:00pm – 2:30pm: Afternoon recess & outside play 

2:30pm – 3:30pm: Session 5 

3:30pm: Bell rings for dismissal 
 

ARRIVAL TIME 
All students should arrive at school 
between 8:45am and 9:00am and 
proceed straight to their 
classrooms. High performing 
schools maximise student learning 
time and as such, begin with a ‘soft 
start’ to the school day or a ‘Getting Ready to Learn’ 
approach. This means that when students arrive at school 
between 8:45am and 9:00am, they head directly to their 
classroom, where their teacher will be on duty. This time 
provides students with the chance to greet their classmates, 
unpack their school bags, change their take-home books, 
organise the materials or belongings they will need for the day 
etc. This approach supports classroom instruction 
commencing promptly at 9:00am.  
Arriving after 9:00am causes disruption to the learning 
programs which have already commenced, and students miss 
critical parts of the lesson. Specialist classes also commence 
promptly at 9:00am and students can often become unsettled 
if they arrive and find their class has already left for one of our 
Specialist classes.  

If any student needs to be onsite before 8:45am, please 
make arrangements to have them booked into Before School 
Care (operated by Complete Kids) or make alternative plans. 
Teachers are not on duty at school until 8:45am and the 
grounds are not supervised until then. We sometimes have 
maintenance being carried out onsite before school 
commences and under Child Safe Standards, children should 
only be on the school grounds under teacher supervision.   
After school, the school gates are supervised by teachers 
from 3:30pm until 3:45pm and it is important your child is 
collected by then, as teachers have work commitments & 
meetings to attend. If any child has not been collected by 
3:45pm when the teacher finishes their duty, they will bring 
them inside to the office area to wait for you or for office staff 
to phone your emergency contact.  
There are times that you may need to collect your child early 
from school and we ask that you keep these occasions to an 
absolute minimum, as it does cause disruption to their 
learning and the learning of other students. Please also 
understand, that during outside play (11:10am – 12:00pm and 
2:00pm – 2:30pm) it is extremely difficult for students to hear 
announcements to come to the office ready to go home when 
they are outside playing. Teachers have yard duty 
responsibilities during break times and may not be able to go 
and unlock classrooms or supervise students collecting their 
belongings if they need to leave early. 
 

READING AT HOME 
As a school, we continue to highlight and 
emphasise the importance of reading at 
home. Encouraging daily out loud reading, 
and reading to and with your child, serves 
to help them with their literacy skills and 
build a love of reading by choice.  
Consider having a comfortable reading 
space at home and remember, the books sent home with your 
child to read will be at a level that your child can manage to 
help promote fluency, but importantly, so that reading is 
positive and enjoyable experience. 
All classes will start home-reading programs within the next 
week. Please be sure to read any information sent home with 
your child and assist by using the reading record diaries. 

 
TRAFFIC SAFETY 
As a school community, ensuring the 
safe arrival and departure of everyone 
from school is the responsibility of us all 
when dropping off or collecting students 
in either Phillip Drive (2 minute drop off 
zone only) or Rees Road.  
It is important that we all model and 
reinforce safe road safety practices. 
Please encourage children to follow road rules – in particular, 
to use school crossings to safely cross roads. Even if you are 
with your children, they should be shown that crossing at the 
school crossings is the way to go. 
When driving and parking around the school, road rules must 
be followed for the sake of all concerned and, most 
importantly, the safety of our students. Parking will be at a 
premium if everyone tries to park directly outside the school. 
Families can assist by walking, not driving, if that is feasible. If 
you need to drive, please be patient and consider parking a 
little away from our school and then walking.  
There is NO PARKING in the staff carpark. Please do not 
enter. This includes for drop off and pick up for out of school 
hours care. 
Please also be considerate to our neighbours, by not parking 
over driveways and being aware of their rights. The area 
around the school is patrolled regularly by the Hume City 
Council authorities and fines will be issued for 

misdemeanours. 
Thank you for your understanding and support on this matter. 



ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER 2023                                                                                                         
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and 
parent personal information for standard school functions or 
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy 
Policy. Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s 
collection notice, found on our website. For more information 
about privacy, refer to the DET website: Schools’ Privacy 
Policy — information for parents.  

 
CANTEEN 
Towards the end of last year, we had several genuine 
enquiries regarding the leasing of our school canteen. As you 
are aware, this is a time-consuming process conducted by 
School Council, and aligned with line DET legal division.  
As an interim measure, we are excited to announce that we 
have secured the services 
of ‘Farm Truck Food Trailer’ 
to provide lunch orders to 
our students one day per 
week (Wednesday). Further 
information will be sent 
home shortly via Compass, 
detailing how you can 
access this service. 
 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
A reminder to parents and guardians that the school and the 
Department of Education does not hold insurance for personal 
property brought to schools and it has no capacity to pay for 
any loss or damage to such property.  
Parents are advised to restrict the items that students bring to 
school and ensure that items of value are not brought to 
school. 

 
Best wishes,  

Sue & Anne 

 

 
QKR APP FOR SCHOOL PAYMENTS 
Our preferred method of payment for excursions, canteen 
lunch orders and fundraising activities is QKR. 
This easy to use free app by Mastercard gives you flexibility to 
make your school payments at a time and place that suits 
you. 
No need to find cash to send to school with your child, you will 
have a QKR receipt on your phone and receipt number for 
your records. 

A brochure on how to set up your 
account is available from the school 
office or just follow the simple 
instructions when you download the 
app. 
 

 
 

HATS 
A reminder that it is part of our uniform 
policy and Sunsmart policy that students 
wear sun protective (wide brimmed) hats 
during Terms 1 and 4. Please make sure 
your child is equipped with a hat for times 
outside, otherwise they will be asked to 
stay in a shaded area of the playground.  
 

2023 TERM DATES 
Term 1: Monday 30 January – Thursday 6 April 
Term 2: Monday 24 April – Friday 23 June 
Term 3: Monday 10 July – Friday 15 September 
Term 4: Monday 2 October – Tuesday 20 December 

MOBILE PHONES / WEARABLE DEVICES 
It is both Department of Education and Training and school 
policy, that all students who bring either a mobile phone or 
wearable device to school are required to 
hand these into the front office by 8:55am.  
Students will be able to come to the front 
office after the 3:30pm bell to collect their 
device. If your child needs to bring one of 
these devices to school, please advise them 
of this process and remind them that mobile 
phones should also be switched off for the 
day. 
 
2023 BOOKPACKS 

If you have not ordered your child a book pack, this can 

still be done through Maxim until the 15th February. 

All bookpacks purchased with Maxim Office Group will be 

delivered directly to the school and delivered to your child’s 

classroom.  

A direct link to Maxim to order is available below: 

Please follow this link: 

            http://www.maxim.booklists.com.au 

Access Code: KILLARAPS 

 

ASTHMA MANAGEMENT PLANS 
If your child has asthma please ensure you provide us with an 
up to date plan. 
An Asthma Action Plan allows you and your doctor to create 
an individual plan for you to manage your child’s asthma. An 
action plan advises you about what your child must do to stay 
healthy and what to do when their asthma is unstable and 
they need help.  
There is no ‘standard’ asthma action plan, as everyone’s 
asthma is different. The child’s plan needs to be written to 
deal with their individual triggers, signs and symptoms, and 
medications.  
Your child’s action plan might be based on symptoms, peak 
flow readings or both.  
The Asthma Action Plan  
An Asthma Action Plan outlines:  

• how to care for your child’s day-to-day asthma (it lists their 
regular medications and how many times each day they 
should take them)  

• key things that tell you when your child’s asthma is getting 
worse or an ‘attack’ is developing, and the steps they 
should take to manage it 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND 

If you have a Health Care Card or Pension Card, you may 
be eligible to receive government assistance.  
By applying for this funding, if eligible, the school will receive 
$125 to be used for your child’s excursions, camps and 
sporting activities. This amount will be held against each 
eligible child’s name and utilised accordingly. 
Applications MUST be finalised by 28th February 2022. Forms 
can be picked up from the office if needed.  
If you applied last year then you don’t need to fill another form 
out this year, your application will go through automatically. 
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